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As the Mapleton Public Schools’ community, we each play an 
important role in our shared goal to reopen our schools. We know 
that our public schools are essential to the long-term success of our 
community and that our schools are environments where students 
are supported and nurtured while parents and caregivers are at 
work. Now more than ever, we must work together as partners to 
provide the best possible experience for Mapleton students. 

We also know that children’s wellbeing and success depend on more 
than just schooling. This pandemic has affected every domain of 
our lives, and, in many cases, it has been traumatic. We recognize 
that every facet of a child’s life has been disrupted and schools are 
uniquely placed to provide stability, comfort and security during the 
months and years to come. 

Mapleton’s Restart Plan is presented in response to the unexpected 
closure due to the COVID-19 pandemic in March 2020. This plan 
provides important information about several specific strategies to 
assure a safe learning environment for our students and staff. 

Mapleton Public Schools believes that it is critical for all children 
to be cherished and protected from harm. We believe that schools, 
with thoughtful planning and well-implemented proactive measures, 
can provide an environment where the rewards of attending school 
outweigh the risks. 

HEALTHY COMMUNITIES: 
Following and teaching safe practices at home 

 HEALTHY BUILDINGS: 
Breathing clean air in the school building  

HEALTHY CLASSROOMS: 
Following safe practices in classrooms 

 HEALTHY SCHEDULES: 
Moving between rooms and locations safely  

HEALTHY ACTIVITIES: 
Enjoying modified activities 

HEALTHY POLICIES: 
Building a culture of health, safety, and shared responsibility 

REOPENING MAPLETON
“For schools to effectively reopen, these are the strategies that we must 

consider to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission. 

Note that a risk reduction strategy is different from a goal of achieving zero 
cases. There is no such thing as ‘zero risk’, in anything we do, and certainly 

not during a pandemic. 

However, scientific evidence indicates that risks to students and staff can 
be kept low if schools adhere to strict control measures and dynamically 

respond to potential outbreaks. ”

- Schools for Health, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health

Visit mapleton.us/Reopens 
for additional information.
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RE-OPENING SCHOOLS IN AUGUST 2020 
We understand that bringing together large numbers of individuals 
could increase the risk of spreading COVID-19. As we re-open 
our school buildings with clear and actionable guidance for safe 
operations, we will be able to minimize the risk to students, staff, and 
the public.

The overriding principles in our re-opening plan include: 
• Assuring that we each play our part – communities, families, the 

district, the school, the staff and our students. 
• Assuring the safety and wellbeing of students, staff, and 

community as the top priority. 
• Minimizing the risks of becoming infected by minimizing the 

number of interactions among and between individuals. 
• Ensuring processes that allow us to identify and contact anyone 

who has been in close contact with individuals who have been 
infected. 

• Understanding that the school year will not be “business as usual” 
and maintaining flexibility to respond as needed. 

• Providing parents the choice to enroll students for either in- 
person or full-time online (remote) learning. 

• Assuring appropriate social distancing and reduced group size/ 
capacity loads in each classroom and/or building, to the extent 
practical; and 

• Opening schools as close to “normal” as possible to provide 
familiarity and stability for our students.

STUDENT/PARENT CHOICE 
Parent voice and choice are key to the successful re-opening of 
schools. We understand that parents can be overwhelmed with 
doubt about what is best for their child—health on the one hand, 
and the academic fulfillment and necessary socialization that schools 
provide, on the other. 

IN-PERSON OR ONLINE 
After listening and gathering feedback from our families and 
carefully examining current and ever-evolving guidance from local 
health officials, Mapleton has determined it is best to offer our 
families a choice of two learning options for the 2020-2021 school 
year: in person learning in a Mapleton school or online learning 
through Mapleton Online (K-12).  

Some families learned that the online structure is a better match for 
their child(ren), while others simply are not ready to return to the in-
person setting. Regardless of the reason, Mapleton families will now 
have an online option.

OPTION 1: A return to school in person five days a week 
beginning Aug. 27, 2020.

OPTION 2: A full-time, five-days a week remote learning option 
called “Mapleton Online,” also beginning Aug. 27, 2020.

As the situation evolves, we are continuously monitoring this 
information and adjusting our plans accordingly. We will continue to 
listen to our community and assure a public engagement process as 
we move into the next phase of re-opening our schools; establishing 
public trust, managing fear and perceptions of risk, and addressing 
community needs are keys to a seamless and successful response.

KEY ACTIONS TO BE IMPLEMENTED 
The following actions outline how we are redesigning our system to 
successfully re-open our schools in August 2020. Our strategic goal 
is to provide in-person, five-day a week instruction for every student 
who chooses this option. It is important to note that all schools and 
the district will be prepared to move quickly and smoothly between 
the in-person setting to an intermittent on-line setting should public 
health again require such an adjustment.
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HEALTHY COMMUNITIES
Check for any signs or symptoms of 
COVID-19 illness before sending children 
to school.  
• Keep your children home from school if 

they experience any symptoms consistent 
with COVID-19. The district will provide 
a digital thermometer to all families who 
do not have one to assist in symptom 
checking their children. 

• An informational campaign to assure that 
parents are aware of the symptoms of 
COVID-19 for children will be on-going 
throughout the year.

Take everyday precautions 
• Wash your hands frequently. 
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and 

mouth with unwashed hands. 
• Stay at least six feet (about two arms’ 

length) from other people. 
• Stay home when you are sick. 
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, 

then throw the tissue in the trash. 
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched 

objects and surfaces. 
• Wear a cloth face cover when you go out 

in public. 
• Cloth face coverings should not be 

placed on young children under age 2, 
anyone who has trouble breathing, or is 

unconscious, incapacitated or otherwise 
unable to remove the mask without 
assistance. 

Health and community resources 
• Families seeking assistance and 

community resources (housing, food, 
health care, mental health support 
etc.) are encouraged to visit our Family 
Supports and Resources page, mapleton.
us/Resources.

School supplies 
• Consider donating school supplies to 

Mapleton to minimize sharing of high 
touch materials. 

• Consider donating face coverings.

Transportation 
• Consider transporting your child to 

and from school when able, to limit the 
number of students riding the school bus.
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Filter indoor air 
• All Mapleton classrooms and office areas 

will be supplied with recommended 
portable air cleaners with HEPA filters. 

• Building air filters will be upgraded to the 
recommended level for recirculated air. 

• Sufficient airflow will be monitored and 
maintained across the filtering system. 

• Filters will be consistently maintained 
and changed based on manufacturer’s 
recommendation. 

• Classroom doors and windows should 
remain open whenever possible to 
increase the air circulation.

Use plexiglass as physical barrier
• The District is installing plexiglass 

shielding in select areas with fixed 
interactions (e.g., reception desk, 
cafeteria checkout). 

• Plexiglass shielding will be used in the 
classrooms as needed (e.g., around 
student desks, around teacher desks, 
between spaces at shared tables). 

Keep surfaces clean
• Frequently clean and disinfect surfaces 

following directions on product labels. 
• Each classroom will have a sanitizing 

dispenser.

Focus on bathroom hygiene
• All bathroom doors and windows will 

remain closed and the exhaust fans will 
run at all times where possible. 

• Stagger bathroom use.

SICK STUDENTS AND STAFF SHOULD NOT 
COME TO SCHOOL 
Students and staff should expect at 
minimum the following precautions: 
• Simple and effective wellness screenings 

should be done daily before coming to 
school. 

• Students or staff exhibiting any 
symptoms while at school will leave the 

building or be quarantined on-site until 
parents are able to take the child home. 

• School nurses will actively monitor 
school attendance to understand 
potential trends in symptoms/reasons for 
absence(s).

HEALTHY BUILDINGS
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HEALTHY CLASSROOMS
Wear masks
• Students and staff will wear face 

masks as much as possible given the 
developmental appropriateness of 
the child, especially when in hallways, 
restrooms, and when in proximity to 
students from other classes/cohorts. 
The district will provide masks for all 
students and staff who require them. 

• Teach students and staff how to wear and 
care for masks and how to ensure masks 
meet effectiveness criteria. 

• Build in time throughout the day where 
students and staff don’t have to wear 
masks. 

• Allow teachers to choose to wear 
transparent face shields or masks when 
working with students. 

Wash hands frequently
• Wash hands immediately before leaving 

home, leaving the classroom, eating, 
touching shared objects, touching one’s 
face, and leaving school. 

• Wash hands immediately after arriving 
at school, entering a classroom, finishing 
lunch, touching shared objects, using the 
restroom, coughing, sneezing, blowing 
one’s nose, and arriving back home. 

• Use hand sanitizer when washing hands 
is not possible.

Maximize physical distancing to protect 
individuals
• Keep at least six feet between individuals, 

as much as possible, for as long as 
possible. 

• Re-purpose other large, unused spaces in 
the school as temporary classrooms. 

• Move class outdoors, if possible, and 
weather permitting. 

• Replace hugs, handshakes, and high-fives 
with smiles, waves, and thumbs-ups.

Maximize group distancing to slow 
transmission chains
• Organize students with specific staff 

in cohorts or “families” for extended 
learning times. 

• Keep cohort groups as distinct and 
separate as possible and limit movement 

between cohorts. 
• Staff will remain with one cohort or 

family as much as possible, minimizing 
the number of students and staff 
individuals interact with throughout the 
school day. 

• Avoid large groups and gatherings, both 
in and outside of school.

Disinfect objects between users
• Disinfect any shared supplies between 

uses (if students rotate from one space to 
another). 

• Provide disposal disinfectant wipes for 
individuals to use before using shared 
objects. 

• Assure that each classroom has adequate 
supplies to minimize sharing of high 
touch materials, including art supplies, 
science equipment, etc.
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HEALTHY SCHEDULES 
Manage transition times and 
locations
• Movement in the hallways and 

corridors will be staggered, 
and traffic patterns will be 
redirected to minimize the 
number of students moving at 
any one time. 

• Set up separate entrances and 
exits for different groups of 
students when possible. 

• Recess times for different 
groups will be staggered, with 
cohorts/families assigned 
to specific areas of the 
playground. 

• Use well-marked lines and 
signage on the floor to 
encourage physical distancing 
and indicate direction of travel.

Make lunchtime safer
• School meals (breakfast/lunch) 

will include hot/cold grab-and-
go options and students will 
eat in their assigned spaces or 
in supervised groups outdoors 
when the weather permits. 

• Maintain physical distance 
between individuals eating 
lunch together. 

• Reinforce ‘no sharing’ of food, 
utensils, drinks.

Rethink transportation
• Hand sanitizer stations will be 

available in school buses. 
• Reduce the number of students 

in each school bus to allow for 
physical distancing, if possible. 

• Students and drivers will wear 
face coverings. 

• All students will be required 
to scan on/off bus using 
the Paw Pass to allow for 
contact tracing in the event of 
exposure to COVID-19. 

• School buses will be cleaned 
and decontaminated 
throughout their route and 
after each run. 

• Open all windows on the bus, 
even a little, and even in bad 
weather. 

• Parents will be encouraged to 
self-transport their children to 
school.

Limit group gatherings
• All school events such as 

assemblies, plays, concerts, 
back-to-school nights, etc. 

will be postponed or will 
be redesigned for an online 
platform until further notice. 

• All field trips and/or other 
activities outside of school 
will be paused until further 
notice. 

• Non-essential visitors 
will not be allowed in the 
buildings until further notice.
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HEALTHY ACTIVITIES
Provide recess
• Do not limit student access to recess. 
• Keep students in cohort groups and in 

designated areas on the playground and/
or fields. 

• Encourage students to participate in 
touch-free activities such as jumping 
rope, hula hoops, shadow tag, hopscotch, 
kicking a soccer ball to encourage 
footwork, running and other similar 
activities. 

• Wash or sanitize hands before and after 
recess or using high-touch equipment. 

• Stagger recess times or, if necessary, 
separate cohorts by schoolyard area.

Modify physical education
• Hold physical education classes outdoors 

when possible.
• Modify activities to limit the amount of 

shared equipment.
• Choose activities that limit close contact 

over those with a high degree of personal 
interaction.

• Limit use of locker rooms.

Re-imagine Performing Arts
• Replace higher-risk music and theater 

activities with safer alternatives. 
• Move activities outdoors. 
• “Zero hour” classes will be postponed or 

re-imagined until further notice. 

• Bands and choirs will be postponed or re-
imagined until further notice. 

• Private lessons and small group lessons 
may be available.

Postponing student athletic programs
• While we are reopening our schools, 

we will not be reopening our athletics 
programs until our students can more 
safely interact. This a temporary 
measure as the first phase of our 
reopening plan is to get back to school

• Middle school fall sports are canceled. 

Add structure to free time
• Establish occupancy limits and 

clear physical distancing guidelines 
in common spaces like a library or 
cafeteria. 

• Encourage students to remain outside 
when not in class. 

• Replace unstructured time with 
supervised blended-learning 
opportunities.
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HEALTHY POLICIES
Establish and reinforce a culture of health, safety, and shared 
responsibility
• Provide training to teachers, staff, students, and parents/

guardians prior to school opening
• Start each day with a morning message to the entire school 

reinforcing health messaging
• Create and display signs around the school as reminders of rules, 

roles, and responsibilities
• Hold weekly and monthly all-staff meetings on COVID-19 to 

evaluate control strategies
• Send out weekly reports and reminders to parents and students 

of their respective roles

Prioritize staying home when sick/flexible calendar polices
• Ask students and school staff to stay home when not feeling well
• Request daily self-declaration that people heading into school 

that day are free of symptoms
• Identify a comfortable room where individuals who become ill 

can isolate for the rest of the school day
• Recognition for perfect attendance and/or other incentives to 

come to school will be de-emphasized.   
• Flexible calendar policies which allow for quick and smooth 

transitions between in-person and intermittent remote learning 
in case temporary school or District closures are deemed 
necessary will be implemented. 

De-densify school buildings
• Limit parent and visitor access
• Move parent-teacher conferences online
• Promote work-from-home for administrative duties, where 

possible
• Hold staff meetings via videoconferencing as much as possible

Develop Information Sharing 
Systems 
• Integrated Services and 

District nurses will review 
absenteeism patterns with 
individual schools and the 
overall district patterns for 
increases in student/staff 
absenteeism particularly 
due to respiratory illness. 

• Integrated Services and 
District nurses will be 
trained in contact-tracing to 
assist identifying students, 
families, or schools with any 
concerns. 

• Develop a plan for what to 
do when a case is identified 
at school. 

• Communication protocols 
with Tri-County Health Department will be developed and 
implemented. 

• Ensure staff are aware of privacy policies regarding disclosure of 
COVID-19 status.
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Mapleton Public School’s Restart Plan is presented in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Our commitment and careful attention to the key actions and guidance for safe operations 
will create public confidence in our schools and ensure safe learning environments for all 
students.  Together, as a community, we can reduce the risk of exposure to the virus while 
providing a high-quality public education experience for our community. 

In summary, Mapleton will: 
• Maximize our attention on learning and the acquisition of the essential standards. 
• Maintain a separation of cohorts to allow for early identification and isolation of students 

exposed to, or exhibiting symptoms of, COVID-19. 
• Institute contact tracing protocols to catch exposure early and reduce the risk of a school-

wide exposure. Contact tracing will also allow us to identify siblings in other schools, 
helping to reduce the risk of a district-wide outbreak. 

• Continue social distancing, to the extent practical. 
• Require the use of face coverings and personal hygiene regimens for students and staff 

when practical. 
• Reduce the number of non-essential individuals in our schools. 
• Institute a cleaning regimen that is frequent, targeted, and of a scope sufficient to reduce 

the ongoing transmission of the virus. 
• Foster creativity and flexibility in scheduling to stagger recess, lunchtime, and passing 

periods to reduce “crowd” size and keep students socially distanced. 
• Ensure communication between the district and local/state health officials.

CONCLUSION
“School closures reduce expected student 

learning gains, which can have lifelong 

consequences and exacerbate educational 

and economic inequalities.”

- Schools for Health, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health
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